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Ottawa, Ontario

—-—— Upon commencing on Monday, October 17, 2022, at 9:29 a.m.

THE REGISTRAR: A 1’ordre. Order.

The Public Order Emergency Commission is now in
session. La Commission sur 1’état d’urgence est maintenant
ouverte.

COMMISSIONER ROULEAU: Good morning. Bonjour.
Day three. Looks like a very interesting week. On a des

témoins intéressants cette semaine. Alors, Jje pense que c’est la

Commission qui convogque un nouveau témoin.

Rodriguez.

Est-

MS.

Natalia Rodriguez,

ce que vous étes préte? D’accord, Madame

NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Bonjour, good morning.

senior Commission Counsel. And Commission

would like to call Steve Kanellakos.

Kanellakos.

Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER ROULEAU: Okay. Good morning, Mr.

MR.

THE

STEVE KANELLAKOS: Good morning, Mr.

REGISTRAR: Mr. Kanellakos, will you swear on

a religious document, or do you wish to affirm?

Tora available.

right hand.

MR.

THE

MR.

THE

For

STEVE KANELLAKOS: Religious document.

REGISTRAR: We have the Bible, the Quran, the

STEVE KANELLAKOS: The Bible.

REGISTRAR: Please take the Bible in your

the record, please state your full name and

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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spell it out.
MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Steve Kanellakos, K-A-N-E-
L-L-A-K-0-S.

--- MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS, Sworn:

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.
MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Thank you.
COMMISSIONER ROULEAU: Go ahead.

-—-— EXAMINATION-IN-CHIEF BY MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ:

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Good morning, Mr.
Kanellakos.

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Good morning.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Nice to see you again.
Can you confirm your position with the City of Ottawa?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I'm the City Manager for
the City of Ottawa.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And as City Manager, I
understand you're the most senior public servant in the
administration; is that right?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And you've held this
position since May of 200672

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: No, May of 2016.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: 'l6, sorry. My mistake.
And you had an interview with Commission Counsel on August 17th
of this year; correct?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And have you had a chance

to review the summary of that interview?

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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3 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I did.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Right. Do you have any
corrections you would like to make to that summary?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I do not.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: So I would like to bring
it up, so that we can have it entered into evidence. It's WTSI1,
ending in 1. Okay. So this is your witness summary?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. Great. So we will
have that entered into evidence. Thank you.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And you've also sworn an
affidavit attaching the institutional reports for the City of
Ottawa for this Commission; correct?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I did.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Right. And the affidavit
is AFF3, if we can pull that up? Okay. And if we can Jjust zoom
in a little bit? Okay. So that is your affidavit; correct?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And the institution
reports that it attaches are OTT.IR.00000001. And if we can
zoom in? You recognize that as the City of Ottawa's institution
report?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I do.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And if we can go
to OTT.IR00000002. And this is the second institution report,
which is a timeline of events submitted by the City of Ottawa;
correct?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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4 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Right. And are you aware
of any changes that should be made to either one of these
documents?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I am not.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. So we'll have
those entered into evidence along with your affidavit.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: So just by way of
background, according to your witness summary and the
institution report, there are 10 departments within the City.
Each department has a general manager, and each general manager
then reports directly to you; is that right?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And one of those
departments is the Emergency and Protective Services?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And Mr. Kim Ayotte is the
General Manager for that department?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: He is.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And I understand that By-
law and Regulatory Services falls within Emergency and
Protective Services, and then that then subsequently reports to
Mr. Kim Ayotte, and then up to you as City Manager; correct?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And you're also the Chair
of the EOCCG when that group is activated; correct?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Yeah, it's the EOCG.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: The EOC ---

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Yeah, Emergency Operations

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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5 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

Control Group.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And what is the Emergency
Operations Centre Control Group?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: It's actually the same
thing, but I think it's just wrong in the -- the acronym, it's
two Cs, it's only one C.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: It's only one C. Okay.

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODGRIGUEZ: Thank you for that. The
EOCG then. And my understanding is that the EOCG includes all
10 city departments, in addition to certain independent agencies
such as Ottawa Public Health, Ottawa Police Services and others;
is that right?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And as Chair, you have
final decision-making authority for matters that are within the
city's jurisdiction if there's a lack of consensus among the
EOCG members; is that right?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Yes, I do, but I don't
have jurisdiction over the police chief, the medical officer of
health, or the chief librarian, the CO of the libraries. Those
officiants are under different legislation. I can't direct
them.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Right. So if it's an
agency that falls outside of 1 of the 10 departments, then you
don't have authority over those; is that ---

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And the lead

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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6 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

agency for this particular emergency was which agency?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: It was Ottawa Police
Service.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And how was that
decided?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well, Ottawa Police is
responsible for maintaining public order in the City of Ottawa,
and under our incident management structure, police would be the
lead agency when it comes to public order issues. That's been
our practice for as long as I've been at the City for the last
22 years.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: So is it the case that
every time there's a demonstration, that's considered a public
order issue, and therefore, the police is the lead agency for
that?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. Does it depend on
the nature of the demonstration?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: No, if there's a
demonstration, the police are the lead.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. What about in the
case of a parade, for example?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well, even a parade, we
have a group called SEAT.

It’s an interdepartmental group including the
police that plans for parades and other special events. And
police have a role, but they may not necessarily be the lead if

it’s —-- depending on the nature of the event. Sometimes its

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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7 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

just managed with Incident Command. But often police are still
seen as a lead for any gathering of people.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. Thank you. And at
the ELCG level, which I understand it is a City of Ottawa
emergency group, what kinds of decisions are taken at that
level?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: They’re very strategic
decisions. They’re really around policy. They’re looking ahead
in terms of what resources we might need into the future, the
sustainability of our staff, turnover of our staff, because
people in emergencies normally work, you know, basically every
waking hour on the emergency and we have to make sure we rotate
them out. We make sure that services in the departments are
sustained and they can continue. So this business continuity
for city services. And so it’s very much a strategic direction.
It’s not at the tactical and operational level at the 0OCG.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: So as city manager,
having all city departments reporting up to you, and as chair of
the ELCG, it is fair to say that you would have been aware of
any major considerations or any major decisions or actions that
the City would have taken with respect to the convoy?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Generally, yes.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. I'm going to take
you to OTT 101. And all of the OTT documents will end in .0001,
but I'm not going to say that. So it’s just OTT 101. And this
is an email that was sent to you.

If we go down to the bottom? All right. So all

the way to the bottom. Okay. So if we go up a little bit, just

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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8 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

to see who this is from. Yeah, okay.
So we have Steve Ball. And do you know who Steve
Ball is?
MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Yes, I do.
MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And who is he?
MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: He’s the President of the
Ottawa Hoteliers Association, I believe.
MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And this is dated
January 25th, so this is before the arrival of the convoy in
Ottawa. And he says:
“See note below. I spoke to this guy and
he gave me more info about the plan shut
down access to the city.” (As read)
And then he sends a message there, which says, in
part:
“The current count of transportation
individuals are estimated at 10,000 to
15,000 members, who will be attending for
a duration of 30 to 90 days from the day
of January 29th, 2022 to February 27th,
2022, extending to February 1st, 2022.”
(As read)
COMMISSIONER ROULEAU: April 1st,
MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Sorry, April 1st, 2022.
And my understanding is that this message that
was received by Steve Ball was somebody purporting to be on
behalf of, it looks like, a Canada United Truckers Convoy,

looking for hotels to stay in Ottawa? Is that your

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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9 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Yes, it 1is.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And after that message,

it looks 1like, if we go up, from Steve Ball, he sent it to

Mathieu Gravel. And he’s at the Mayor’s office? 1Is that

correct?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That’s right. He’s a

special advisor to the

Mayor.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And then he forwards that

to you and to Steve Box, and to Kim Ayotte, and then he says:

Okay.

“After having raised three plus million
through the crowd funding initiative, the
truckers are starting to reach out to
hotels to book stays of at least 30 days.
Steve Ball spoke to this guy and he
basically laid out the plan, which is
basically that they will leave their
trucks in place, chain them together, and
attempt to block all accesses to the city.
What is our level of preparedness to
respond to this should it go on for many
weeks or months? Who is our lead in
responding and presumably liaising with
the federal authorities? It would be
helpful if we could have a quick call
either today or tomorrow to share intel.”
(As read)

And then if we go up.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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10 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

So you received that on the 25th, and then it
looks 1like you say that:

“We are briefing the Mayor’s Office this
week once we have the info we need.” (As
read)

And then Serge Arpin says:

“Chief Peter Sloly has set up a briefing
with the Mayor tomorrow after council.”
(As read)

And so it looks like then my understanding is
that this information received from the Hotels Association was
passed on to the Ottawa Police Service?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: It was.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And it looks like
a meeting was held then on January 26%, which was the day after
this email, with Former Chief Sloly. Is that right?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I believe so, yes.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And was the information
in this email discussed?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I don’t recall if it was
discussed at that meeting. This information was shared with
Ottawa Police. I know that for a fact because we have our email
records that we sent it over. But I don’t remember if it was
actually raised in that particular meeting.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And if I could
take you to OTT 259? This is the email from Intersec on January
26th,

Go down. Yeah. Okay. There it is. And if we

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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11 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

go up a little bit more just to show that it comes from
Intersec? And it came, actually, on the 21st of January, but it
was forwarded to the City on the 26th of January, if we go up a
little bit more. Yeah. And it says:

“The situation remains fluid.” (As read)

And it says, if we go up a little bit more:

“All open-source information and our
interactions with organizers indicate that
this will be a significant and extremely
fluid event that could go on for a
prolonged period.” (As read)

And that 1s under “Current information”, the
first bullet point there.

And so if we go up, it looks like you received
this email as well. Kim Ayotte forwards it to Steve Box and to
Beth Gooding, and then Steve Box forwards that to you?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That’s correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And do you recall
receiving this at the time?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Yes, I do.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And if I could take you
to OTT 538? And this is dated January 26th., TIt’s from Riley
Brockington. I understand he’s a councillor?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: He is.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And he sent this to you
and to some other people at the City, including Diane Deans, who
was the Chair of the OPSB at the time? Is that right?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That’s right.

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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12 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And in his email, he
says, 1in part:

“This isn’t just going to impact downtown,
but the entire city region. Many are now
saying shut down the city until the
restrictions are lifted. This is going to
last more than a weekend. The OPS today
estimated 1,000 to 2,000 to protest. No
way. Expect many more.” (As read)

So when he says that “OPS today estimated one to
2,000 to protest”, given that this is on January 26th, is it fair
to say that in the briefing that was given to council and to you
and the Mayor on the 26th of January, this was the number that
was provided to council and to you about what to expect in terms
of numbers?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well the numbers -- this
speaks to the information that we had heading into the end of
the first weekend. And the information the City was receiving,
even though we did receive information from other parties, just
as the hoteliers, was pieces of information that was fed into
police. Police were responsible, and are responsible, and have
the access to the intelligence and the information across the
country at the federal and provincial level to make the risk
assessment that we all need to participate in to be able to
respond appropriately.

So all of this information, it was moving around.
I think early emails had two to 300, or 50 trucks, and then it

kind of escalated as the week went on, I think from about

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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13 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

January 24th, on. And the numbers were growing and they were
varying and there was different pieces of information coming in.

We rely on the police to gather that information,
collate that with all of the information they have, and make a
risk assessment to provide to the City in terms of the
strategies they’re going to take to mitigate that risk.

And so from my point of view, and I’ve been doing
this a long time, in terms of dealing with emergencies, it
wasn’t unusual to have a variance in the views of people who
thought it was going to be bigger, longer, you know, smaller.
There were all kinds of opinions on what that would be. The
only information we could rely on was the Ottawa Police in terms
of reliable information at that time.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And so in terms of the
City’s planning for this event, what basis did it plan on? Was
it on the basis of a prolonged stay that could last 30 to 90
days as the Hotel Association was suggesting? Or was it on a
different basis?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: The basis from Ottawa
Police and our work, because we were an integrated team, was
based on through the weekend, and maybe into the following week,
Wednesday, was the initial assessment heading into that first
weekend. There wasn’t an assessment that said it would have
been longer than that.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. So then it would
have been until maybe February 1st or so? Or 2nd?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I don’t know. I don’t

have a calendar in front of me. But that first Wednesday was

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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14 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

when they thought the last of them might leave.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And the majority
of them leaving after the weekend?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That’s right.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay.

And this was information provided to the City on
the 26th of January?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's right.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And who provided that
information?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Ottawa Police. Chief
Sloly was providing that information. I think we also had
emails and documentation in our EOC shared from the National
Capital Regional Command Centre participants heading into that
weekend.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And so in that weekend --
in that meeting, did anybody from the City say, "Well, you know,
we have different information. What's the plan in case this
goes on for longer, could potentially go on longer?"

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: No, because I think the
one thing that, from my experience and I think from the people
that worked with Ottawa Police for a long time, Ottawa Police
has extensive experience dealing with demonstrations in national
capital. They do that on a regular basis. Sometimes it's
almost weekly. So there's a lot of confidence. And they've
done it well over the years, over the last 20 years that I've
been involved. They've handled those demonstrations very well.

And people have confidence in their assessment of the situation

INTERNATIONAL REPORTING INC.
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15 KANELLAKOS
In-Ch (Rodriguez)

to guide us in terms of what to expect and what posture we
should be at to be able to deal with the risks that were being
proposed.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And so in that meeting,
it's fair to say there was no discussion about conflicting
intelligence or conflicting information about the duration?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: 1It's just vague for me,
but I believe people were talking about what if, the what if
situations should they stay, and but I don't recall the specific
discussion.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And so did it
concern you then that you're hearing from other people that this
could be longer but the planning is only for the weekend?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: No, based on my
experience, that was pretty normal to have a variety -- almost
every protest we've had, whether it was the G8, G20, the
farmer's protest, the numbers vary widely leading into the
actual protest event. That is a normal situation, in my
experience.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. So you were
confident then that the City was prepared and that OPS was
prepared?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I was confident that we
were prepared for that first weekend, with the assumption that
they were leaving after the weekend.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And so how did that first
weekend go in terms of what you expected and what actually

happened?
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MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well, based on the
assumption that they were going to leave after the weekend, we
all thought it went quite well. There wasn't any violence.
People were protesting. It was managed. There were no major
incidents that weekend other than, you know, the honking --
there was —-- you know, there was the disruption to the
neighbourhoods and -- but from the perspective of if they would
have left after that weekend, it probably would have been very
much an insignificant event compared to what it turned out to
be.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Now, there are documents
that suggest that the City was upset about certain incidents
that weekend, such as the National War Memorial being
desecrated, the Terry Fox statue as well. Did that raise any
concern for you?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well, we were concerned
obviously with some of that -- those behaviours and what
happened, but, you know, in my timeline, it was a -- it was --
if it would have ended after the weekend, they were unfortunate
incidents and they were dealt with, and everybody would have
moved on and we would have cleaned up the city heading into the
following week. So from the perspective of, you know, could it
-- was that first weekend managed perfectly? They never are.
Were there incidents? There always are. Was there any extreme
violence or anybody seriously injured? No. Was there
incredible disruption to the people that lived in downtown, and
other people were disrupted by the physical presence of the

vehicles, the noise, the fumes? Absolutely. But in my window,
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three days of that, we could have got past that.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. So I want to take
you now to OTT10560, and these are text messages between you and
former Chair Deans.

That's okay. We're just waiting for them to be
pulled up.

THE REGISTRAR: Sorry, did you mean 105607

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: 10560.

THE REGISTRAR: Thank you.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And if we can zoom in,
they're on page 3. Let's go to page 3. Okay. And if we zoom
in a little bit more? Okay. And my understanding is this is a
text from Chair Deans; 1is that right?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: That's correct.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And she says to you,

"Hi, Steve. Questions are being asked
about why heavy trucks were allowed
into the core. I have heard a couple
of explanations from police but wonder
what your thoughts are.” (As read)

And you say,

"The problem is that we don't have
enough locations that could park all
those vehicles and we didn't want them
just parking their vehicles in
neighbourhoods and other streets and
walking away. So it was a negotiation

to balance their need to get downtown
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and get them to park in controlled
areas." (As read)

So can you explain the rationale that you're
laying out here?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well, I'm reflecting the
discussions we had with police on the rationale for allowing
those trucks in -- into the core that first weekend. And the
assumption was that they were going to leave. They had previous
experience with the farmer's convoy where tractors and other
heavy trucks came into the core. They did leave after the
event. It wasn't a significant event from a policing
perspective. And the comment back here is that police made a
decision in terms of how were they going to manage the influx of
trucks coming in. And if the streets weren't going to be
closed, and basically, a zone created -- a no-go zone for
vehicles wasn't going to be created, the risk was they were
going to leave their vehicles on the 417 and neighbourhoods all
over the city and just walk away and leave the parks and disrupt
the entire city. And so the strategy, from what I understand,
it was to try and get them into a footprint to be able to
contain them and be able to manage the protesters in a smaller
area, so that's what I'm reflecting in that text message back.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And in terms of that
strategy, was the City consulted on that strategy?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: We were in the
discussions, but it's not our decision in terms of how the
police -- what Ottawa Police chose to do in terms of their

operational tactics to manage the event. But we were integrated
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with our Traffic Incident Management Group and others on the --
on our Emergency Operations Group with respect to facilitating
that decision, because once they made the decision, we had to
reroute buses. We had to reroute ambulances, fire trucks. We
had to change all our protocols in terms of being able to
sustain our services, the continuity of our services. Garbage
pickup, snow removal, all those things had to be looked at from
the perspective of how do we work around that area. And we had
to create an emergency lane within that zone, protect that
emergency lane for emergency vehicles. So, yes, we were engaged
in facilitating the outcomes or the mitigating factors to
support police in terms of their strategy.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And did the City inform
the OPS of the impacts that would result on the city because of
the strategy? So by-law infractions, trucks into, you know,
non-truck areas, effects on businesses and residence, was that
something that was communicated to the police?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: I'm not aware if that was
specifically discussed in terms of a conversation. I don't
know.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. And so what I
think you're telling me is that OPS made the decision, informed
the City, and you worked with them to achieve whatever changes
and modifications and accommodations needed to be made?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: The role of the City when
the police are the lead in an event like this is to support the
police and their activities. That's the role we played

throughout this entire three-week period.
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MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: Okay. Regardless of the
impact on residents and businesses and the city services?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well, we manage our Own
city services, but the challenge of course is -- and the City of
Ottawa can't direct me, the mayor, council can't direct the
police chief in operational matters, the decisions that he or
she are making. And so the City takes the -- they -- you know,
if you look at the structure of Emergency Management setup, the
City effectively is there in a support role for law enforcement,
to ensure that they can get what they need to be able to fulfil
their mandate.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And what did Chief Sloly
say was the basis for allowing the heavy trucks in, or having to
allow the heavy trucks in?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Well, at the time, I
believe Chief Sloly and others were talking about whether they
had the legal authority to prevent the trucks from coming into
the streets based on their Charter rights. And that was the
rationale that I had heard at the time. There was also the
operational aspect based on the assumption that they were going
to leave, that keeping the footprint contained would be more
beneficial to the police to be able to manage the crowds and not
spread their resources too thin because it always is a challenge
for resources. And they also felt that from an egress point of
view, it would facilitate an egress when the protest was over
because then they could guide them out of the city from one
place rather than having to manage it in terms of multiple

places all over the city if the trucks happened to be parked
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there.

MS. NATALIA RODRIGUEZ: And if we go to page 5 of
this document, Chair Deans asks, “If the ones that have left
come back, will they be allowed downtown?” And then you say,
“No, once a truck leaves, no other trucks including the ones
that left can return into the zone. 1It's a bone of contention
with the truckers who feel that if one goes out someone else
should be left in.”

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Should be let in.

MS. NATHALIA RODRIGUEZ: Oh, let in.

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: Yeah, I have that here,
so. Typical typo with auto correct.

MS. NATHALIA RODRIGUEZ: ©No, I thought maybe it
was my eyes. Okay. Can you explain that, that it was a bone of
contention with the protesters? Where are you getting this
information from?

MR. STEVE KANELLAKOS: My understanding from
Ottawa Police was that once some truckers did leave -- there
weren't many, but some did leave -- that the remaining
organizers wished another truck to fill that space, because they
didn't have enough places to park them. So they were being
blocked from coming into that zone to try and limit the amount
of trucks once we realized that they had basically clogged up
the entire downtown.

So we were trying to keep them out of that zone,
particularly in front of -- in the downtown core, or on some of
the side streets. And so -- and then